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RECONCILED
Here at Calvin we have started a new series on the book of Colossians entitled, Alive In Christ. In this letter Paul is advising the Church at Colossae (which is in modern day Turkey) how to mature in the Christian life. His starting point is with Christ Himself.
	Paul tells us that Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. All things were created through him and for him. He was before all things and Christ holds all things together (Colossians 15-18). And by Christ’s work he has reconciled us to God, proclaiming peace by the blood he shed on the cross (Colossians 1:20). The Word reconciled here in the Greek basically means being pushed, pulled, or brought together, to one place. Imagine two opposite ends of a magnet being drawn together. Or imagine a cowboy with two lassos pulling two bulls that do not want to get along together. This is the idea that the word evokes.  For as Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:14,  “Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.  And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.” What Paul tells us is when come to know Christ we become a new creation with new desires. And in Christ’s example we see an example of how we can reconcile with others in our lives. 
	First, we see that reconciliation requires forgiveness. Often I hear that we should forgive because the only person that we hurt when we don’t forgive is ourselves. Unforgiveness is spiritual torture. Indeed, I have found unforegivness in my own life to be spiritual torture. But I have not found that being tortured by unforgiveness makes me any more likely to forgive because I don’t feel the other person deserves forgiveness. But Paul tells us in Colossians 3:12-13, “Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy, and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other, as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.” The 
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question then is, how did Christ forgive us? Did he forgive us to make himself feel better? No. It cost God His beloved Son. Yet, God gave His Son out of His abundant Kindness and deep concern for our salvation. We have been given a gift we don’t deserve and given it freely. Thus we forgive out of gratitude to God. Unforgiveness is the prison and gratitude is the key. 
	Second, we see that Paul tells us we must have hope for reconciliation. There is a difference between forgiveness and reconciliation. Just because God forgave the world does not mean all the world is reconciled to God. We must take God up on his offer of reconciliation by confessing Jesus Christ as Lord.  Likewise, in our relationships, just because we have forgiven someone doesn’t necessarily mean we should reconcile with them. We need to see a real change of heart. Paul tells us that our hope in Christ is real because he is the firstborn from the dead (Colossians 1:18). Because Christ is Risen we can be assured that God will raise us from the dead as well. We have a real hope, not a false hope. Likewise, in our relationships we must ask if our hope to reconcile with another person is real or false? Has the person had a change of heart or just a change of behavior? How do we tell? Generally, we must give a change of heart time to develop. So take time to see if a change in behavior is genuine. Don’t wade into reconciliation too quickly. 
	Finally, Jesus shows us that reconciliation requires sacrifice. Jesus sacrificed by giving up his high position with the Father and taking on our form (Philippians 2:8). He was tempted in every way that we are yet without sin (Hebrews 4:15). Jesus showed radical empathy in reconciling us to himself. Likewise, if we wish to reconcile with others we must show radical empathy to them, imagining what it would be like to be in their shoes. We gain strength to do this as Jesus did by praying that God’s Will be done and not our Will (Mark 14:36). Prayer gives us the strength to do God’s Will when God asks us to do hard things. So let us pray that the one who holds all of creation together can bring us together in reconciliation. 
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Will Robert
BIBLE QUIZ - 1 TIMOTHY

What does Paul tell Timothy should be the goal of preventing false teachers from teaching their doctrine?

2. Paul speaks of the time before he was called to be an apostle of Jesus. How does he describe himself?

3. How does Paul address Timothy?

4. What does Paul instruct Timothy to do in regard to his leadership of the church?

5. Timothy is told about the characteristics that must describe persons in authority within the church, including overseers (elders) and deacons. What are those characteristics?

6. What does Paul say about God’s creation?

7. Paul speaks of Timothy’s gift. How did he receive this gift?

8. How does Paul describe the teachers of false doctrine?

9. How is godliness with contentment described?

10. What does Paul say about the love of money (a very famous quotation)







Happy May Birthdays!
Angelica Akin 					04
Madison Clark 				04
Steve Sooy 					04
Hanna Kriewaldt  				06
Baine Macrito  				06
Darcie Schauf  				06
Carol Ann Brooks 				09
Hilmer Johnson 				09
Heather Ornt 					10
Carol Ann Benton				12
Mary Elizabeth Benton 			12
Morton Hecht*					12
Suzi Williams					12
BOB DEWITT					13
Randolph Price				13
Nathan Jones 					15
Patricia Hazzard				17
Paula Spruill 					17
Olivia Lawrence  				19
Heather Gutknecht  				20
Jessica (Smith) Makenzie			21
Wendy Whedbee  				25
Margaret Hoots  				27
Dale Hobbs 					30
Linda Dean 					31
Kitty Roman 					31


Anniversaries 
Brey & Honey Breyfogle  			01
Randy & Brenda Shamblen			04
Bobby & Becky Crowder			10
John & Pat Hazzard				10
Steve & Cathy Sooy				16
Willie & Mary Haase 				20

Have You Ever Wondered....
About the cross that hangs in the back of our Sanctuary?  
The cross originally hung in the Sanctuary of Norview Presbyterian Church.  It was designed by the same architect who designed the Church, and it was carved out of wood (covered in gold leaf) by a firm in Philadelphia.  It was gifted to Calvin Presbyterian by members of Norview that transferred to Calvin when Norview closed in May 2010.
This description is from a letter written by Dr. Donald E. Neel who was the first Pastor of Norview Presbyterian.
"The cross is Celtic with intersecting base and arms with the circle, traditional in the Presbyterian Church across the centuries. This was the cross on the Isle of Iona and was used by early Celtic Christians who trace their origin to the earliest of the Christian era. The cross represents the one on Calvary. The circle, I assume, stands for the eternity, the timelessness of God who is the same today and forever. And at the heart of this God is the cross, symbol of Christ's suffering and death to bring us to God, the price God paid for our redemption. 
"On the arms of the cross are the traditional symbols of the writers of the four Gospels who tell us of this God who 'so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son.'  The Winged Man represents Matthew because he emphasized the incarnation. The Winged Lion represents Mark because he wrote of the royal dignity of Christ and began his gospel with the account of the preaching of John the Baptist 'the voice of one crying in the wilderness.'  The Winged Ox represents Luke because he emphasized the atonement made by Christ's suffering and death. The Winged Eagle represents John because he soared to the heights in his contemplation of Jesus. The wings signify the divine mission."
"In the center is the phoenix, the symbol of the resurrection, central to the proclamation by each of the four Gospel writers. The mythical phoenix periodically burned itself on a funeral pyre, then rose from its own ashes, (and being) restored to all the freshness of youth, would enter upon another cycle of life."
"On the base are symbols of Christ's suffering.  There is the seamless garment of Christ and the three traditional dice with which the soldiers gambled for it. The rough circle of thorns reminds us of the soldiers who crowned our Lord with it. The nails among the thorns recall those which the soldiers drove through Our Savior's hands and feet. At the bottom is the crowing cock reminding us of Christ's words to Simon Peter, 'The cock shall not crow until you have denied me thrice' thus warning us all not to be boasting of our loyalty to Christ in one moment and denying Him in the next."
And now you know!
Care Team Notes
One of our most faithful Care Team leaders is Honey Breyfogle.  She recently shared a letter written to her by former Calvin member, Bob Jackson (many of you may remember Bob and his wife Mary Ann).  Bob's comments show not only how important the Care Team ministry is to members, but how treasured is the fellowship of our Congregation to members who are not even able to attend anymore.  He writes that he is growing less active and has a good deal of pain, however, "I am grateful to God for God's many gifts not the least of which is Calvin Presbyterian Church and the many good folks who have and still care about me. I was privileged to have been an individual among your fellowship. Being part of the Seeker's Class was a very real privilege especially."   
Honey has been diligent in sending cards to Bob, once recently as a representative of the Care Team, and then a Christmas card.  Bob says "I am indebted to you for your kindness. Many thanks."  He also asked Honey to convey his best wishes to all at Calvin.  (cont)
Would you like to impact your brothers and sisters in Christ in this way? Every person at Calvin has a Care Team representative assigned to them, and the Care Team has a need for additional members to help minister to the congregation by praying, sending cards, and calling folks.  Tracy Wheeler is our Chairperson and would be happy to let you know how to be a part of our Team.  
Calvin Missions Sunday
SAVE THE DATE! May 20, 2018 is Missions Sunday.  It is never too soon to pray for the day, the speaker, to be named later, our faith pledge.  Keep in mind that a faith pledge is for money God will provide to us to support world missions.  It is between you and God.  PRAY!  PRAY!  PRAY!   
ATTENTION KNITTERS:  Baby hats will be dedicated that day.  So, bring them to the church please. 
Missions Committee    
May Upcoming Events
5 - Men’s Breakfast  8:30 am
6 - Communion Sunday / Mother’s Day Brunch 
7 – CE Mtg 6:30 pm
8 – Round Table 7:30 pm
9 – Wednesday night dinner / Outreach Committee
12 – Game night & Outreach Committee 6:00 pm 
         Cub Scout Car Wash 
13 – Circle 1 Night
14 – PW Birthday Gathering 6:30 pm 
         Boy Scout Troop Mtg 6:45 pm
 20 – Circle 2 / Missions Sunday / Vets Visit
21 – Session Mtg / Boy Scout Troop Mtg 6:45 pm
26 - Game night & Outreach Committee 6:00 pm
27 – Circle 1  Day  
28 – Memorial Day -  no Boy Scout Troop Mtg
30 – PLC Mtg 7:00 pm
28 – 6/1 Pastor Will on vacation

See Paula Spruill, our church secretary Tammie and group leaders for further upcoming events.

Remember those we don’t often see with prayers, cards or calls.   Tell them they are missed at Calvin.   These include Boots and Tess Bradshaw, Okey and Lois Southers, Julia Booth and her mother Carol Ann Brooks, Janet Williams, Anna Wheeler, Brey Breyfogle, Jo-Ann Fitzgerald (now living in NC) and Frances Whedbee, now at the Ballentine Home.    

Have you missed someone?  Tell Julie D. Chase by putting it in the Calvin Comments box or email so the name can be included.   

Joys and Concerns:
Larry Hall appreciates the love and concerns of Calvin friends.  
Thomas Horne - Cancer / Sylvia Cox - Cancer
Carol Brooks - Leigh Hospital / Frances Whedbee – De Paul (bad fall)
Beckie Shields moved to Beth Shalom – Look at church board in office.
Mary Burgess – loss of daughter / Dale Hobbs wife Carol passed.   

May Bereavement:  Circle 2


Sunday Host:  May
6 – Men:  Mother’s Day Brunch   
13 - Deborah 
20 - Ruth 
27 - Esther & Elizabeth

Sandwiches for St. Columba:
May 9  and 23


     	



Calvin Comments
Please remember to bring in articles for Calvin Comments between the 15th and 20th of every month.  Please put articles in the Calvin Comments box by the kitchen.  Or you can email it to me. 
Thank you, Julie Davis Chase  
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Calvin Cares

YOUR PASTORAL CARE UPDATE
Hello Calvin Family,


I am writing to update you about Pat Hazzard's progress.

Last Thursday Pat had some extensive surgery to repay damage another fall did to her hip. The Doctors were concerned about the surgery but John relayed to me that the surgery went better than they expected. We can consider this an answer to prayer. 

Since Thursday Pat has been moved to the Hoy Center at Westminster Canterbury. She had to return to the hospital to receive a blood transfusion. But John believes the transfusion helped and hopefully she will not need another.  She is in a good amount of pain but would still appreciate your prayers, visits, and cards. She is in room 176R in the Hoy Center. The phone number is 496-1525. 

During my visit with Pat today I felt led by the Spirit to sing Amazing Grace to her. This brought Pat much comfort and granted her a period of rest. Indeed, as I have looked over the lyrics of the song I see the Amazing Grace that the Lord has shown Pat during these trials. Let us also remember the Amazing Grace the Lord has shown us during our trials. May this hymn be our prayer for Pat and all who are going through difficult times. Let us not tire of doing good. We shall reap a harvest if we don't give up.
 


Grace and Peace,

Pastor Will Roberts
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ANSWERS:
	1. “These teachers promote controversy, rather than God’s work… . They do not know what they are talking about.” 
1 Tim.3-4
2. “A blasphemer .. Persecutor . . . A violent man … I acted in ignorance and unbelief.. . . The worst of sinners” 1 Tim 1:13 and 16
3. “My true son in the faith.” 1 Tim 1:2
4. “Hold on to faith and a good conscience, make requests, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving for everyone …for all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness.” 1 Tim 1:19 - 1 Tim 2:1-2. 
5. “Above reproach … temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness, …gentle…not quarrelsome… not a lover of money…must manage his own family well….not a recent convert …good reputation with outsiders …sincere….not pursuing dishonest gain …keeping hold of the deep truths of the faith.” 1 Tim 3:1-12
6. “Everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer.” 1 Tim 4:4-5
7. “…through a prophetic message, when the body of elders laid their hands on you.”
8. “..unhealthy interest in controversies, quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions, and constant friction between…those who have been robbed of the truth, and think that godliness is a means to financial gain.” 1 Tim 6: 3-5
9. “…great gain.” 1 Tim 6:6
10. “The love of money is the root of all kinds of evil.” 1 Tim 6:10
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Sundays at Calvin PC
Sunday school for all ages 9:30 a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.

children are a joy
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